THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH           in
of English. In the course of a conversation during
the recess, she talked about Tagore, with whose
works she seemed to be well acquainted. When
asked how she had managed to acquire the native
English pronunciation and accent, she said that it
was due to the fact that she had spent many years
in England. But it was not her knowledge
of English alone which made her lessons so
effective; she knew how to teach a foreign
language.
Aim of Teaching English in the Middle and
High Sections.
The aim of teaching English in the middle and
upper stages of German high schools is not
merely instruction in English language and liter-
ature, but the study of English life and culture
through language and literature. Students of
English are expected to know something about
the industrial and social history of England as
well as the development and present organisation
of the British Empire. For this purpose, the
teaching of English is correlated with the courses
of study in history and geography. The English
text-books, especially the selections, also give
them a knowledge of the customs and culture of
the English people. The study of English
national life thus helps the students to understand
English literature, while the study of English
literature gives them a knowledge of English
national life,